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TZ REMEMBER THE OLE MAN SHOWING HE 
ARQUNG HIS BUILDING ; 


andl 


SEM WRIGHTSON 


CREATED By: 


LEW WEIN 


. GRAY, BRITTLE, 


TATTOOED BY FROST, 


\' ¢ : 


QUITE DEAD... 


HE WAS DOING GOVERNMENT WORK, HOLLAND AND 
DEVELOPING SOMETHING CALLED A HIS CHEMICAL 
S10- RESTORATIVE FORMULA, WHICH) SOUP WENT INTO 


WAS INTENDED To PROMOTE THE SWAMP 
GROWTH. < WHERE THE 


THE EXPERIMENT WAS LOCATED. 
SABOTAGED. THERE - 
WAS AN EXALQS/QNV... 


SEE, WE GOT INTERESTED IN THIS FORMULA THAT 
1? HBO BEEN WORKING ON. WE HAD AER EXHUMED. 


HIS WIFE AND CO-WORKER . g 
YOU KNOW THESE PEOPLE... ee vik "WT MADE SENSE, 
A LIBERAL, EQUAL RELATIONSHIPS. J AFTER Atl, APART 
> CARING AND SHARING. FROM HER HUSBAND, 
J y S ‘SHE WAS THE ONLY 
Gf HIS WIFE WAS SHOT AND 7 HUMAN WHOD BEEN 
KILLED SHORTLY AFTER HOLLAND LPOSEP TO THE 
VANISHED IN THE EXPLOSION. : FORMULA, SHE D BEEN 
SHE'S THE REASON YOU'RE f Z WORKING WITH THE STUFF 
ARE, NOODRUE LOR (HOWTHS... 


WE FIGURED 17 MAY HAVE PERMEATED HER CELLULAR 
THE REPEATED SKIN CONTACT. 


SOWE DUG 
HER UF, AND 
WE HAD SOME 

PEOPLE POKE 

AROUND A 

LIME... 


CONTINUED ON PAGE FOLLOWING. 


IT'S NOT EASY BEING Q-BERT, 
BUT IT'S FUN. 


No one ever Said it was going to be easy hopping the irresistible Q*bert™ from cube to cube 
and staying out of harm’s;way. Especially when he’s trying to avoid creeps like Coily and Uag. 
But, there are times Q"bert can’t escape. And just like in the popular arcade game, he 
doesn’t take it quietly. Q*bert mutters a few choice words, puts his nose to the grindstone 
and comes back for more. 
You'll grow so attached to Q"bert, you won't want to stop playing, He's one little 
character who's good to the last hop. 
Now you can have the new Q"bert video game cartridge in your home, too. 


For your Atari 2600 Video Computer System™ and the Sears Video Arcade.™ Coming soon for Intellivision® 
‘(OPARKER BROTHERS 
"bert isa trademark of D. Gottlieb & Co. Atari® and Atari Video Computer System’ are trademarks of Atari, Inc. Sears Video Arcade” is a trademark 
of Sears Roebuck & Co. ntllivision® isa registered trademark of Mattel, Inc. Parker Brothers is not affiliated with Mattel, Inc. © 1983 Parker Brothers, Beverly, MA 01915 
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2 Ef ‘ \ 
Christmas BS ¢ 
Rebate 7 


Ask Dad to help 
you choose the 
Garcia Spinning 
or Spincast model 
that’s just right 
for you! 


21 Law Drive 
Fairfield, N.J. 07006 


SPIDER-MAN ™ and © 1983 Marvel Comics Group, a division of Cadence industries Corp. All Rights Reserved. 


OH, THE FORMULA 
AAD COLLECTED IN 
HER Boy. IT OUST 
HADN'T DOWE 
ANYTHING, 


NO REASON 
Y WHY IT SHALL, 
OF COURSE. THE 
FORMULA WASN'T 
DESIGNED TO 


AFFECT AC/MAN f 


TISSUE 


YOUR FILES ARE VERY 
ACCURATE, GENERAL. 


=r 


/ 


«-- EXCEPT THAT 
DOESN'T EXPLAIN 
OUR FRIEND IN 


WE'D ASSUMED THAT THE ZB, 

FORMULA HAD SOMEHOW TURNED 

HOLLAND INTO A PLANT. IF 

IT DOESN'T AFFECT HUMAN 

TISSUE, THAT IS PATENTLY 
WWPOSS/BLE. 


YOU BEGIN TO SEE 
WHY WE ARRANGED YOUR 
RELEASE FROM JAIL, 

OR. WOODRUE 7 


SPEAKING ; 
OF WHicH.... } 


...T BELIEVE 
IT'S TIME THAT 
I SAW YOUR 
CREDENTIALS. 


THAT ISN'T 

YOUR SKN IS IT? 
MY FILES SAY 
(T'S ARTIFICIAL. 


YOU CAN 
YSSOLVE IT. 


WONDER IF HE. 
POUNDING YET: 


. 3 T STARTED THE 
POUNDING ON ae NEXT DAY. 


THE GLASS, 
HIS FISTS LIKE 
WITHERED 


7 AT HAD TRANSFOR) Me 
INE ANOTHER HUMAN-t ABLE 4 


I'D HEARD OF 
THE LECENCARY 
SWAMP (HAM, OF COURSE, 
THERE WAS THAT AWELIL 
VAS (AEA 
Ay) 


Z OPENED HIM UP HE 
HAD THINGS INSIDE Hi, 


Sapa ae 4 
WHAT ARE THEY? Spee 
HIS Z0ES OR 
SOMETHING 7 


+e AND THEY DON'T 
DO ANYTHING ELSE. 
THEY DON'T WOK. 
THEY'RE NOT LUNGS, 4 


Z WONDERED 
THE SAME THING 


ABOUT THE 
SPONGE LIKE 
VEGETABLE 
BRAIN THAT WE 
FOUND INSIDE 
THE LEATHERY 
SKULL. 


LZ WOWCEREP 
ABOUT THE 
CWWORKABLE 
FSEUPO- 
KVONEYS:. 


THERE WERE TWO LARGE, POD-LIKE STRUCTURES WITHIN THE CHEST CAVITY... 


7» BUT AMMAN LUNGS HAVE 
TINY CAPULARY TUBES THAT 
LET OXYGEN PASS THROUGH INTO 
THE BLOOD. THAT'S WHAT 


THESE ARE VEGETABLE FIBER. 
VEGETABLE FIBERS ARE TOO 
COARSE TO ALLOW MOLECULES OF 
OXYGEN THROUGH IN THAT WAY. 


THOSE WERE LONG WEEKS. LONG AND FRUITLESS, 


4 


SOMETIMES HED TALK TO ME ABOUT MY CAREER PROSPECTS. 


~ \ 


THE WORD 

"FREAK 
WAS USED 
AT LEAST 
OME. 


CJAIL WAS 
MENTIONED, 


| AWOL SIO00 THERE, 


AND I JOOK IT 


THE BIO RESTORATIVE FORNULA HAD 
TURNED HOLLAND (NTO A PLANT... 
EXCEPT THAT IT COULOWT HAVE, /T 
DON'T WBRK CN AHLMAN JISSUE. 
ANC EVERY MORNING I SET TO Wh Z , = 
WORK HALILING ORGANS THAT We 4 | 
COULDN'T WORK OUT OF A BODY Va Yl é 
Hid THAT MAD NEVER NEEDED THEM. -- EXCEPT THAT 
<7 , 1 J) THEY DVO NOT, 
\ COMP NOT, AND 


LHAD THE AAKSHIER WITHIN S1X WEEKS: 


peo bi) 


Out there, in the deepest reaches 
of space, looms a craggy chunk of 
age-old granite...the mighty Volcan 
Rock, now held by some of the most 
deadly aliens. It is up to you to acti- 
vate all the anti-alien weapons and 
devices. 

Your task is to help Adam Power, 
Leader of the Lords, fight the laser- 


lurking. Once inside, you must fight 
the fiery attacks of the evil Arkus. 
And even more scary, the attacks of 
the deadly accurate aliens. 

Just how good are you at defend- 
ing the universe? Play POWER 
LORDS and find out. It’s the inter- 
galactic strategy, multi-board video 
game adventure from Probe 2000 


eyed Space Serpent that guards the entrance to _ that’s challenging even the masters. 


Volcan Rock. But be careful, there’s more danger 


PROBE 200 


Certainly you're one of them.. 


TRONICS CORP 


(©1983 NAP CONSUMER | 
ODYSSEY 


NORTH AMERICAN PHILIPS COMPANY 


ROWER LORDS IS A TRADEMARK OF & © 1083 STRONGIN- 
MAYEM INTERNATIONAL 
COLECOVISION IS A TRADEMARK OF COLECO INDUSTRIES, INC 


TWAS WORKING LATE. 
Z WAS TIRED. T OPENED A 
REFERENCE 


8 2 AM THINKING ABOLT THE OLD (MAN, THERE Wii 
‘| CLAWING AT UNBREAKABLE IN HIS OFFICE WHEN I WENT 22 TELL Hi \ 
GLASS. MY DISCOVERY, LATE THIS AFTERNOON. 
uZzs Za “ 
e f y ‘hit MELTING FROST, AND 
‘ mi Fr i if! | 
a 


Z AMIN THINKING OF 


\ 
LIVER- SPOTTED FINGERS 


ZAM THINKING ABOUT 
coun 


TRICKLING WATER... 
TT 


A: 


. ANP SCHMETHMIVG STRONG AND SOFI ANP GREEN, 
THRUSTING THROUGH THE DEAD ANB PETRIAIED GRAY NESS. 


} 7 EXCEPT THAT AFTER i 
DIGESTING THEIR EDucaTeD 
com | WORMS 


RADE, THI COULD 
RUN THE MAZE PERFECTLY.Z 


THAT MAYBE EXPLAINS THE CUSTOM 
AMONG CANM/GAL TRIBES OF 
EATING THE WISE MAN AFTER HIS 
DEATH IN ORDER TO RECEIVE 

His 


NONE OF THIS HAS ANYTHING TO DO LET'S TALK ABOUT HOLLAND. LET'S a 
TALK ABOUT 8 


WITH THE JOB IM AAG YOU FOR. HIS ACCIDENT, 


“AGINE HIN, REGAINING 4 4 " THE COMBINED EFFECTS 
CONSCIOUSNESS THERE /N HIS y 4 4 OF THE BLAST AND THE 
CABIN THAT MIGHT: +. : A @ REFLEX MUSCLES IN HIS 


W7S DYNAMITE. 


WE STICKE 
FW. 


AWE HES (HAYOE 
LIGHTEEN (NCES. 
AWAY FROM /7- 
WHEN (7 EXPLODES. 


V6 BOOY C0EE WTO 

THE SWAMP ALONE WT 

THE FORMULA THAT IT of 

(8 SATURATED WI7P1, ) 
A 


VAND, OME THERE. 


© 


"A AATCH OF SWAMPLAND 
LIKE THAT WOULD BE ee 
TEEMING WITH MIGRO - 
ORGANISMS, /7 
WOMDN'T TAKE 
1ONG, GENERAL. 
= ae 
"BUT WHAT ABOUT Ay 
THE PLANTS (N 


THE SWAMP * f : a. eae 
THEPLANTS THAT =e oe Efi PLANTS L487 HUM, 
HAVE BEEN Ye THEY EAT HM 


Podge Piaie Ee 3 AS /F HE WERE 
FORMA? 


0 


“THE PLANTS WHOSE 
HUNGRY ROOT SYSTEVS 
ARE BUSILY INEESTING 
THE (HORTHL REMAING. 


2b) Ch (aT DOES NOT, REALIZE 17 48 NO 
OF ALEC HUALAND? 2° SOE. OER ANE m 


" IMAGINE THAT CLOUDY, nS 
CONFUSED /NTELLIGENCE, Ma. GRADUALLY °F REMEMBERS 
POSSIBLY WITH ONLY THE = CRC lah r HAVING LUNGS, ANC A 
VAGUEST NOTION OF SELF, <img LIGATION A HEART, AND A BRAIN. «- 
TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF AND IT GOES WTS BEST 72 
(TS NEW ENVIRONMENT... 322 wl DUPLICATE THEM. 
WTO, ITSELF A 
THATIT S MORE SKELETON 


SWAMP THING WAS ALEC 
HOLLAND, SOMEHOW 
TRANSFORMED /NTO A 

PLANT, /T WASN'T. 


v 


“/T WAS A PLANT 

THAT TROUEAT 

/T WAS ALEC 
HOLLAND. 


"A PLANT THAT WAS TRYING 17S 
LEVEL BEST 70 BE ALEC HOLLANP...' 
MISSHAPEN PARODY 
DOWNSTAIRS IN THE CO- 
CHEST WAS THE CLOSEST 
THAT IT COULD GET, 


GWOUGH? BUT YOu AND BESIDES, IF THAT 
CAN'T POSSIBLY HAVE. /5A ew, DOWN 


I AM NOT, IN YOUR TERMS, AN 
INTELLIGENT MAN. I AM MERELY 
SHREW, 


BEING “MERELY SHREWD' HAS SECURED ME 

A VAST FINANCIAL EMPIRE AND HAS ENABLED 

ME TO WATCH WHILE CLEVEEE MEN WENT 
PENNILESS TO THEIR GRAVES, 


TRUE, 1 HAY HAVE MISSED 


SOME OF THE “RAMIFICATIONS” 

OF YOUR RATHER MUDDLED LITTLE 
SPEECH; BUT I GRASPED THE 
BASIC ARINCI-ALE WELL ENOUGH. 


THAT PRINCIPLE, THAT BREAKTHROUGH, 
WAS ALL THAT WAS NEEDED, THERE ARE 


OTHERS WHO CAN BE PAID TO SEE 
THE WORK THROUGH TO ITS CACLUS/OW, 


YOu SEE, T AM 
DO NOT AGED TO 
BE AN INTELLECTUAL. 


1 DONOT AZED TO UNDERSTAND 

HOW THIS COMPUTER WORKS TO KNOW 

THAT IF I PUSH THAT LITTLE BUTTON, 

ALL THE SPRINKLERS START UP, OR 
CLOSE. 


---ANO THAT'S HOW THE 
OLOWMAN FRE? ME. 
SELF-MADE (NAN, 


i JUST. A El uA 
J tke A WHO'D JUST PUT ONE ER 
THAT. INTELLECTUAL. 


Qi 


AE WAS CHUCKLING JO HIMSELF. 
/ / } 


HOW 17 WORKED, 


SUNDERLANO HADNT 
BEEN BRAGGING 


FROM THAT CONSOLE 
YOU CONTROLLED THE 
WHOLE BUULING 
VOU CONTKOLLE 


, ty 


.--AINO THE THERMOSTATS (MN THE FREEZER CINITS... 


TZ AM SUTTING /N BSR 
APRRIMENT 

OLRSIDE, 17 KS 

RAINING . 


Bo WELL SIAY LATE, 
WHEN rapeatintd 


SY... AVO THEN MAYBE HE LL LITA EA RAL (ke 
N) EVERY OTHER MIGHT, A STROLL Apne WHE BIGGEST 
DOLLHOUSE IN THE WORLD. 


Me SHOUD HAVE Zr OE AMISH, 
HE SHOULD HAVE LKETENED. 


La | 
alt *) 


SPLINTERING 
ANE TEAR): 
THE KAW, 

WPL ACE 
GREENNESS 


REALLY, THE OLD MAN COMD BEC 
HOVE WORKED THAT OUT FOR DERMARS 


ANE IE THE BODY. WHAT WILL HE DO THEN [WHAT WILL THE OLE MAN DOT? WHY, I GUESS 
AS ALREADY GONE. Ll none i ei HELL GO BACK 
a : i t ck : OWS OPICE, 
He Me } - ‘bil | ; HELL WANT IO. 
a : PHONE A SUNDER 


LAND. SYVAT TEAN JO. 
COME AND BYL 110 
OT, 


| parswur \\ 
| ARATQNAL MAN | 
AWOL? BO. : 


ZING A WALKING PILE OF 


WOLD ANP LICHEN AND 
OTTED WEEDS THAT 


WHAT /T WILL LOOK LIKE, 
SO WEW AND RAW AND GREEN ... 


CONTINUED ON S8@_ PAGE FOLLOWING 


ON THE SAME SUPER- TOUGH f ye "PERFORMANCE 
FRAME/FORK SYSTEM USED BY COLUMBIAS 
WINNING FACTORY ii TEAM! SCL ys 


ro) ecIne JERSEY 
Free with purchase of PRO-AM 
Muscle Frame BMX racer 


Columbia's Muscle Frame is stronger 
than conventional BMX racers! 
Super tough, not super heavy! 

The Pro-Am HP1 features: 

© quick-release dual caliper 
brakes ¢ Elina racing 

saddle ¢ 2-finger brake levers 
and much, much more! 


Pro-Am HP3 Dual Caliper brakes, 
racing free wheel. 


ine Pro-Am HP4 Coaster & rear cali- 
saddle, pillow-block stem. per brakes, 2-piece cushion grips. 


(NO BATIERIES NEEDED) 


ee ARMORED COMMAND 
poi nan REMCO) VEHICLE 
mesier : 


sia 
ind cote ahem eetes) (NO BATTERIES NEEDED) 


AVAILABLE SOON AT YOUR FAVORITE TOY DEPARTMENT 


... ANO I WONDER HOW MUCH IT 
WikL HAVE SEEN? 


ARE YOU, 
UH, STILL... 
MWIELLIGENT 2, 


2. AM THINKING OF THE TERROR IN HIS ANCIENT, AROPMED HEART, 


THIS 1S HIS 
SUMING, 
YOU SEE, 


THs 1S 


MANY REAL EVIDENCE OF THE 
SWAP THING INTENTIONALLY 
HURTING OR KUtLiING 
ANYONE, 


THE QLD MAN 
SHOULON'T BEIN ANY 
Dad 


YOU SEE , THROUGHOUT 
MS (MISERABLE EXISTENCE, 
THE ONLY THING THAT 


os THE RHOWLEDOE 
THAT UNDER ALL 
THAT SEINE HE 
WAS STE 
BOT E HE 5 READ 
MY NOTES HE tl, 
KWOW THAT JUST 
ISNT TROE 


HE (ENT 
ALEC HOLLANP, 
HE WEVER 
HE WEVER was 
ALEC HOLLAND. 


WUL BE ALEC 
AALANO. 


Z WONDER 
HOW HELL 


we. WHEN THE DOORS WOW" 
a 


price 
t You soll at $11.95 and make $6.00 a game — 
Gas Glan tame S180). No money needed to 
tin tt cnn 
ee ba te tt pg your area. Limited Offer — UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE of 100% 
WOW for Special Dealer Kit — only $3.95. \) Satisfaction or a full refund. 
Kit Pai\| | om caciecieg ONLY $3.95 (ples $1.00 shipping) 


(Sorry, no C.0.D.'s) 


COMIC BOOK 


and SCIENCE FICTION FILM 


CONVENTIONS: 


YOU ARE INVITED! ALL AGES ARE WELCOMED! 
Conventions are open from 11 AM to 7 PM & feature: 


igs 3 COMIC BOOK PRO ARTISTS & W: 


ONTESTS 
LEARN HOW TO DRAW COMICS SESSIONS 
AUCTIONS! SLIDESHOWS! FREE GIFTS! AND MORE! 


COMING TO THESE CITIES — 


MANHATTAN. NEW YORK: NOVEMBER 25-27 
New York Sheraton, 56th and 7th Avenue 
with JIM STARLIN, BYRNE, CLAREMONT COR ae apa aeee 
RICHARD HATCH 6 100 other erlebrivies SEND A SELF ADDRE: 
PHILADELPHIA: JANUARY Y 14-15 Sees 
Adam's ls TON, MA: MAR ine re ld 11530, OR CALL TO! E 
Hyatt Cambridge in Cambrid je ai M. WOLFMAN 
WASHINGTON, OC AREA: JANUARY 26-29 EXHIBIT SPACE EISAVAILABLE, 
Hyatt Crystal City, Arlington, Va PLEASE CALL 


‘DUI ‘SIWOD D0 C86 D 


.-BACK AT THE RANCH... 
with guest columnist Robert Loren 
Fleming 

If you enjoy team books such as 
THE NEW TEEN TITANS, BATMAN & 
THE OUTSIDERS, THE LEGION OF 
SUPER-HEROES and THE JUSTICE 
LEAGUE OF AMERICA, prepare 
yourselves for THRILLER... because 
it's not like any of them! THRILLER 
refers to the main character, an 
omnipotent, ethereal female who 
performs the godlike function of 
manipulating and coordinating 
earthly events. Sort of a cross 
between Jesus Christ and my mom. 

THRILLER’s team is called THE 
SEVEN SECONDS because they're 
her “seconds” in the fight against 
crime and evil. Actually, they 
function more as operatives than as a. 
team, like THE SHADOW’'s crew or 
DOC SAVAGE's men. But if you get 
tight dewn to it, they‘re not 
operatives either. They're an Italian 
family. The Salvotinis. Allow me to 
introduce you. 

DANIEL GROVE is the only normal 
joe in this outfit. He’s a cameraman 
for the Satellite News Network and all 
he wanted out of life was to end it. 
THRILLER had other plans for this 
reluctant hero. 

DATA is a genius who lives in the 
back seat of his Rolls Royce (he 
drives the car with his brain). He's not 
interested in brushing his teeth or 
playing volleyball or seeing 
SUPERMAN, THE MOVIE; he just 
wants information. Big, heaping gobs 
of it! 

WHITE SATIN is beautiful, but 
deadly! One brush of her fingers and 
you may die laughing ... or vomiting 
.. Or you may fall asleep or stiffen like’ 
a board, and that’s only assuming 
you won't just plain drop dead! She's 
the girl who everyone's in love with— 
but is it really worth it? 

SALVO is Tony Salvotini, 
THRILLER's twin brother and a crack 
shot who can blow your eyelashes off 
at thirty paces or rip off a thug’s 
windbreaker with live ammo. He's 
good a shot to ever have to kill ... his 
creed: “Only flesh wounds! Only out- 
patients!! I won't kill a fly, so don't 
ask me!!!" 

BEAKER PARISH is an enormous 


synthetic Roman Catholic priest, 
created in an Erlenmeyer beaker by 
two renegade Harvard medical 
students. Adopted by a Roman 
Catholic parish, including the 
Salvotini family, the artificial baby 
grew into a nine-foot-tall seminary 
student. Amen! 

PROXY used to be Robert Furrillo, 
actor, before he almost burned 
himself to death freebasing cocaine. 
The synthetic skin that saved his life 
proved unstable ... it tends to melt 
every 24 hours. Now he can become 
anyone for a day, depending on how 
he applies his artificial flesh. (It 
comes in plastic bags.) 

CRACKERJACK is an underaged 
illegal immigrant from Honduras who 
is also a master escape artist, 
pickpocket, safecracker and 
contortionist. But his favorite 
occupation is watching television and 
eating Froot Loops. 

That's my family, hope you like 
them! They go on exciting 
adventures, fight horrible villains like’ 
SCABBARD (he's got a three-foot- 
long scimitar sheathed in the skin of 
his back! That's right!) and make new 
friends like KANE CREOLE, rock & 
roll bankrobber (thinks he’s you- 
know-who). Hey, I know they‘re 
weird. That's family for you. 


If you'd like to subscribe to 
THRILLER, send a check or money 
order for $15.00 to: 

DC Comics Subscriptions 

P.O. Box 1308-F Dept. MWT 

Fort Lee, NJ 07024 
Your $15.00 will bring you twelve (12) 
monthly issues of THRILLER (DC's 
deluxe format, $1.25 per copy, and 
mailed flat in a protective sealed 
wrapper.) but please allow 10-12 
weeks for delivery of your first issue. 
Also, be sure your check or money 
order is in U.S. funds and include your 
name and address, of course, printed 
legibly and neatly. 
Add $1.00 additional postage for 
each title to be delivered outside the 
U.S.A. This offer expires 12/31/83, 
so hurry! 
PS. Thanks, Dick! 


You're welcome, Bob. I don’t know if 
Thad the energy to write this column 
anyway...too much travelin’ lately. I'll 
tell you all about it next month! Thank 
you and good afternoon. 


—Diel 


AE LL WHEEZE AID HE tL SCREAM 

AND HE Wil NOT BE ABLE TO 

COMPREHEND HOW THIS COULD BE 
VPENING TO oe 


hy " Ad 
im Cor if i 
| Noo a4; eal i 
Wea 


y j 


THE DYING 'S ALL THAT MATTERS. 


rh 


ill 


wi 4 eo 
| 2 AM CONTENT ik i he 
P| SIMPLY TO THINK, i 4 4 | 
PLA) { SHI i i A 

i if My 
i NY 3 


Dear Editor, 

| liked Saga of the Swamp Thing #14- 
75 because: (1) It was nota saga. I like to 
tead “The End’ more than once a year. 
(2) Mishkin‘s script: He played fair with 
the reader, introduced all the char- 
acters early, and allowed them to play 
out the drama. (3) Swampy dominated 
most of the scenes; a reversal of recent 
issues. (4) John Costanza’s crystallized 
balloons for Nat Broder’s speeches. (5) 
Aptly comparing Swampy to “Twenty 
Questions”: first he’s animal, then 
vegetable, then mineral, and (6) remind- 
ing us that despite all the Swamp Things 
and Metamorphos, etc. running around, 
many now less-than-human figures are 
evil and dangerous. 

On the other hand, (1)| puzzle over the 
unresolved future of Peter. Does he 
become human again? (2) In #14, 
Swampy gets crystallized with his right 
arm reaching skyward. #15 erringly 
points his left arm upward. (3) Page 10 of 
#15 was underutilized, and (4) | don't 
like thinking I've seen the last of the 
Phantom Stranger. Will he appear in 
any comic regularly? 

ART VIDRO 

34 North Court 

Roslyn Heights, NY 11677 

Peter is now a Tiffany lamp, Art. Oh, 

sorry, Len doesn’t let me cut up on these 

pages. Serious stuff here. Yes, Peter is 

fhuman again: the crystal effect wore off. 

As for your other points, quite a few 

other readers had similar comments. I'll 
deal with them fater...—Joey 


teres 


Dear Len, 

The cover for SOTST #15 is a 
knockout. | think of all the issues so far, 
my favorites are #14-15. Bo and Scott 
Hampton are great. This must be their 
first job for DC, because if | had seen 
their work before, | would have 
remembered it, Are they assigned to do 
anything for DC soon? If so, where? | 
hope we can see more of them on 
Swamp Thing. 

Dan Mishkin really has the Swamp 
Thing’s character down pat. The story 
was fantastic! One thing, what happen- 
ed to Peter Murdock? Did Nat Broder 
smash him to pieces after he turned him 
to glass or did Sally Broder and company 
find a way to change him back to human 
form again? 

I'd like to say the issues were flaw- 
less, but | can't. In issue #14, page 21, 
where the Swamp Thing was crystal- 


lized, his right arm is up in the air and his 
left is lower, but in issue #15 page 2, his 
left arm is in the air and his right is 
lower. [t's a terrible goof-up, but I'll 
forgive you if you won't let it happen 
again. 

\'m glad to hear the Phantom Stranger 
will leave the pages of SOTST. Don't get 
me wrong. | like the character. | just 
think it'll be great having Swamp Thing 
stories lasting 23 pages every month. 

MATT BRANDAL 

Rt. 62, Box 3065 

Livingston, MT 59047 

Peter is now a paperweight on Joe 

Orlando’s desk. All right, all right. 

Actually, that deal with the Swamp 

Thing’s arm is a bona fide, grade A, 

genuine goof. You guys caught us. As 

for the Hamptons, more on them after 
this.—Joey 


Dear Len, Nick,and Marty, 

SOTST #15 was an‘interesting book 
but hardly surprising. | knew before | 
started reading the issue that Nat was 
still insane and planned to take over the 
world, though | didn't suspect his wife 
would be the one to destroy him. Or that 
Swamp Thing would revert to his 
normal mossy state and end up fighting 
Crystal Kid, and that the Phantom 
Stranger would return from the glass 
and show them how to defeat Mr. 
Crystal. | did not expect him to demon- 
strate teleportational abilities on other 
beings not in contact with him as he did 
to Swampy and Sally on pages 15 and 
16. Once | saw the synthesizer, | knew it 
would be the method of Glass Man’s 
destruction (even though | was more 
than a little skeptical that a musical 
synthesizer could do that). Still, the story 
was exciting and the art was great. | 
hope to see more work by the Brothers 
Hampton soon. 

JEF PECKHAM 

503 Marlatt Hall 

Kansas State University 
Manhattan, Kansas 66506 


DC Comics inc. 
666 Fitth Avenue 
New York, NY 10103 
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Arthur Gutowitz, Treasurer 


You'd be surprised at the things musical 
synthesizers can do these days, Jef! 
Myself, I've gota Casiotone at home that 
does these letter columns, leaving me 
time for more intriguing pursuits. 
Bothering Sliter, for one. As for the 
Brothers Hampton...—Joey 
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Len, 
So when and where are we going to 
see more of the Hampton brothers? 
MIKE SOPP 
438 W. 32 
Erie, PA 16608 
Well, Scott Hampton will be illustrating 
some of Todd Klein's stories in our up- 
coming New Talent Showcase. it's @ 
book we've nurtured for along time, and 
we're all excited about its premiere. As 
for Bo, | haven't seen him since school 
days. | wish he’d call...—Joey 
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Dear Marty, Len,and Karen, 

“Empires Made of Sand” in SOTST 
#15 was no better than the first part of 
the tale the issue before. | found the 
Story trite and dull, containing nothing 
comics readers haven't seen done 
countless times before. A scientist's 
experiments go awry and he becomes a 
monster, going mad in the process, 
getting drunk with power and deciding 
to take over the world, with his wife as 
his queen? Only Nat twirling his 
moustache and tying a girl to a buzzsaw 
could have made the story more ... 
wzzzzzzz7z2. 

tf Dan Mishkin as a “guest” writer 
seemed like one of those visitors who 
simply won't leave, Bo and Scott Hamp- 
ton are welcome at my home any time. 
Their work is consistently excellent and! 
think they'll go far. 

Concerning page seven, though: Can 
Phantom Stranger and his Stranger- 
ettes play at our spring dance? 

DAVID ALLEN 

Olney Central Coliege 

5 Douglas Drive 

Olney, IL 62450 

You bet Bo and Scott are gonna go far, 

David. In fact, they're gonna take you up 

on that generous offer of yours. | only 

hope you and your neighbors are 

prepared for our arrival, and your town 

can accustom itself to the fetid stench of 
.. india inkl—Joey 


Dear Len, 

| was reading through a recent issue, 
when | turned the page and saw an ad 
for three DC action figures: Warlord, 
Hercules, and Arak. 

I'm a fan of Swamp Thing, and | was 
hoping that you could create a figure 
that was fully poseable of Swampy. 

BILLY DUNCAN 

24 Beattie 

Lennoxville, Quebec 

21M 2A2 

There's no such figure as yet, but maybe 

some entrepreneurial licensee will see 

your fetter and figure there's a demand 

for just such an item. The Swamp Thing 

Lawn Fertilizer and the Swamp Thing 

Venus-Flytrap Kits have gone through 

the roof, so there‘s no telling what we'll 
merchandise nextl—Joey 
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Dear Marty (may | call you Marty?), 
Please allow me to introduce myself. 
I'm one of the 100 lucky runners-up of 
the Great Swamp Thing Movie Contest 
{remember us?), and | received the first 
issue of my year’s subscription last 
week. All | want to say is, if you ran the 
contest to cull new fans for Swampy, 
you succeeded. | had never read an 
issue of THE SAGA OF THE SWAMP 


THING (the impulse that led metoenter jf 


was sheer greed rather than of altruistic 
fandom), but | really enjoyed my first 
issue. Swampy is very appealing, and! 
could sit and look at the artwork for 
hours. in fact, | did. 

| will admit that | wes grateful for the 
flashbacks that provided an explana- 
tion for what was going on, though. 
Without them | would have been 
dangerously lost. Anyway, now that | 
know this sort of thing is going on, I look 
forward to a long and happy relation- 
ship with Swampy and his associates. 

incidentally, about that tour through 
the famous DC think-tank ... | don’t 
suppose you wouid offer one to a mere 
runner-up, if she happened to be in New 
York? 

P.S. lam a petite 21-year-old brunette 
with green eyes, and, if | do say so 
myself, great legs. 

SUSAN SPENCER 

299 Albert Dr. 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Er, sure, kid, the tour deal is still open, 
whenever you're in the neighborhood. 
Exactly which of the Swampy 
“associates” did you say you wanted @ 
“long and happy relationship” with? By 
the way, Marty has nothing to do with 
Swamp Thing anymore. \ do. | write and 
draw every issue, the covers, the ads, 
the indicia, | choose the paper stock, the 
typeface, the works. | roll each issue off 
the press, sign the checks, and make 
funch. | know Swamp Thing personally. 
We talk all the time. His cable address is 
SHAMBLINGPARODYOFAMAN. We're 
both great vegetarians. Actually, I'm a 
vegetarian; he’s vegetation. He's great 
on asatad. You'llsee when you get here. 

When can you get here?—Joey 
Cavalieri 
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THEY'RE STARTING THEIR OWN FAMILY BUSINESS 
‘They are the sons and daughters of the 

Justice Society Of America™ and the All-Star Squadron,” 

forging their own way as thelr world's 

first super-hero corporation! 

By Roy Thomas, Jerry Ordway and Mike Machian! 

On sale in December. 


The new DC. There's no stopping us now. 
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YESI_ 1 ENCLOSE $15. CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR A 1-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 
TO INFINITY, INC) IF 1 SUBSCRIBE BEFORE DECEMBER 30, 1983 NOT ONLY DO 
J RECEIVE INFINITY, INC. FROM #1, BUT A FREE COPY OF ALL-STAR 
SQUADRON #41 
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MAIL TO: DC COMICS INC, P.O. BOX 1308-F, DEPT. J, FORT LEE NJ 07024. 
PLEASE ALLOW 8 TO #2 WEEKS FOR RECEIPT OF FIRST ISSUE. 


OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 30, 1983. 
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ZERO HOUR SPPROSCHIAG! 
SKILLED REBEL PILOT NeeleD 
TO BATTLE DESTH STAR. 


SITUATION DESPERATE POWERFUL NEW fama 2 WARNING! EXPECT HEAVY RESISTANCE 
DEATH STAR REPORTED UNDER CONSTRUC- & _\ FROM EMPIRE'S TIE INTERCEPTORS. 
TION. MUST BE DESTROYED BEFORE ITS : teeeeem’e, ALSO NOTE...BEON ALERT FOR TRACK- 
DEADLY COMPLETION OR ALL WILL BELOST. | ~ » ING DEATH RAY. 


MISSION INVOLVES SPLIT-SECOND TIME RUNNING OUT, ALL REBEL 
SKILL. MUST FLY MILLENNIUM FALCON , Be) PLOTS REPORT IMMEDIATELY FOR 
THROUGH ENEMY FORCE FIELD...PENE- SS RETURN OF THE JEDI DEATH STAR 
TRATE DEATH STAR DEFENSES...AND : BATTLE THE THRILLING HOME VIDEO 
NEUTRALIZE CENTER CORE. a S77 = GAMEFROM PARKER BROTHERS. 


For the Atari 2600™ and soon available for Intellivision.° 


(©)PARKER BROTHERS 


* @, * TM&© Lucasfilm Lid. (LFL) 1983. All rights reserved. Parker Bros. a div. of CPG Products Corp. Authorized User. Atari 2600" is a trademark of Atan, Inc. 
INTELLIVISION® is a registered trademark of Mattel, Inc. Parker Brothers is not affiliated with Atari, Inc. or Mattel, Inc. 


NO MAN ON EARTH _ 
HAS EVER HAD SUCH POWER. 


~~ 
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HE’S THE POWER LORD. 


Push his secret action button and he’ll move, turn, twist and change from 
human to the Power Lord. With powers to save the world from Arkus, The 
Evil Dictator. And only you 
can control him. 
The Power Lord. New from 
the Power Lords- Collection, 
at a store near you. 
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